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ArtBGC Mural Festival 2016 

Bonifacio Global City,Taguig City 
^until May 12-21 ®818-3601 

ForeWorld, poetry, music and gallery 

B-Side Bar 

Suite B,The Collective 

7274 Malugay St., SanAntonioVillage 

Makati City 

^May 13 ©0917-8502025 

Which One is Your Thread by Noor 
Bahjat 

Galerie Stephanie 
Unit 1-B, Parc Plaza Bldg. 

183 E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. 

Libis, Quezon City 

^until May 15 ©709-1488 

^inquiry.galeriestephanie@gniail.coni 

Internal Bleeding by Odang 

Art Underground 
814 Balagtas St. cor. Shaw Blvd. 
Addition Hills, Mandaluyong City 
^until May 17 ©721-0745 

^artundergroundmanila@gmail.com 

Name, Kind, Application, Date Last 
Opened, Date Added, Date Modified, 
Date Created, Size,Tags 

Art Informal 

277 Connecticut St., Greenhills East 

Mandaluyong City 

^until May 21 ©725-8518 

©Galleria Duemila 

Coring St., 210 Coring St., Pasay City 

• Days of Creation by Marc Gaba 
^until May 30 

• The Silence of Junyee 

^une 4-30 ©831-9990 

^gduemila@gmail.com 

©Ateneo Art Gallery 

C/2, Old Rizal Cibrary Special 
Collections Bldg. 

Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Coyola Heights 
Quezon City 

• Idiopathic HuesiThe Modernists’ 

• Color Palette - Selections from 
the Permanent Collection 

^until May 31 

©426-6001 loc. 4160 | 426-6488 

Rak of Aegis back for 5th rerun 

The PETATheater Center 
No. 5 Eymard Drive, New Manila 
Quezon City 

^une 1-Aug. 31 ©725-6244 

^petatheater@gmail.com 

Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. De Ca Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
©754-8288 

• The Reader as Designer, book 
design workshop with Karl Castro 

^May 23 and 30 (fees apply) 

^ asklibrarian@fil ipinaslibrary.org.ph 

• Photographic Essay, workshop 
with Paco Guerrero 

^une 4 and 11 (fees apply) 

^vil laflores.md@ayalafoundation.org 

Light in the Darkness 

Yuchengco Museum 

RCBC Plaza cor. Ayala & Sen. Gil J. 

Puyat Avenues, Makati City 

^until June 18 ©889-1234 

^info@yuchengcomuseum.org 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Chinese hostage freed after 2 years 


The Abu Sayyaf group released 
a Chinese woman they held captive 
for two years, reportedly after 
payment of ransom in Patikul 
town, Sulu. 

Yahong Tan was freed on May 2 
at Sitio Kantitap, Barangay Danag, 
to her mother Dina Eraham Lim. 

Ransom of P300,000 was 
reportedly paid, but police and 


military authorities could not 
confirm the ransom payment. 

Tan, then 19, was abducted 
together with her mother Dina 
at Barangay Port Area in Isabela 
City, Basilan on May 22, 2014 and 
brought to Sulu. Both victims are 
Chinese nationals and have been 
residing and engaging in business in 
Isabela City for several years before 
their abduction. 

The mother, Dina, who was 


secretly freed last year, negotiated 
and worked for her daughter’s 
release. 

She had approached the governor, 
vice-governor, mayor and theTsinoy 
community in Basilan and Manila 
for help but to no avail. 

With her meager funds, Dina 
came to Manila and approached 
the Chinese Embassy in Manila, but 
they told her to go instead to the 
Consulate General in Cebu which 


has jurisdiction over Basilan. 

At the time of Dina’s release, she 
and her daughter were with several 
German hostages. 

She lamented that had 
the Philippine or the Chinese 
government negotiated for her 
daughter, she could have been 
released as a bonus because the 
German hostages paid such a hefty 
sum - reportedly US$8 million - 
for their release. 



Kidnap 

Collected by Movement for 
Restoration of Peace & Order 


10 Indonesian captives freed by Abu Sayyaf 


3 nabbed for 

kidnapping 

baby 

Police rescued a nine-month- 
old boy after tracking his alleged 
kidnappers to Concepcion, Tarlac 
on May 1. 

The Anti-Kidnapping Group 
and the Las Pinas and Tarlac police 
intelligence bureau arrested the 
baby’s nanny, Jane Payoyo, 20, 
along with Erica Mercado, 22, and 
Ernesto Pare, 74, both residents of 
Barangay Sto. Cristo in Concepcion. 

The boy’s mother told police 
that Payoyo took her son from their 
home in Pilar Village, Las Pinas 
and left in a white Hyundai Accent 
waiting outside the house. 

Through Grab-Cab, they were 
able to trace the vehicle to SM in 
Pampanga. 

Close-circuit television footage 
revealed Payoyo and the baby being 
met there. 

Prom Pampanga, the 
kidnappers were traced to 
Tarlac. 

Police said Payoyo and 
Mercado were the first to 
be arrested while Pare was 
nabbed in a follow-up op¬ 
eration at a safehouse where 
they were keeping the baby. 

The Movement for 
Restoration of Peace and 
Order warned the public to 
be vigilant and make sure 
they have complete records 
of their househelp. 


Ten Indonesian sailors were freed 
by the Abu Sayyaf group on May I 
after being held captive for 37 days 
in the jungles of Sulu. 

The sailors had been taken at 
gunpoint from a tugboat sailing 
from Malaysia. The Philippine STAR 
reported that a ransom was allegedly 
paid to free the hostages, which 
police refused to confirm. 

Abu Sayyaf group had demanded 
a P50-million ransom for the 10 
hostages, but authorities refused to 
provide information on the release. 

They were kidnapped on March 


26 while sailing from Jakarta to 
Batangas. 

The Abu Sayyaf still holds four 
Indonesian crew members of an¬ 
other tugboat seized on April I in 
the waters off Sempornah, Sabah 
and brought to Sulu. 

Three Samal tourists - a Cana¬ 
dian, Norwegian, a Eilipino woman 
- a Dutch national, four Malay¬ 
sians, a Chinese national and six 
other Eilipinos are still in captivity. 

The release of the 10 Indone¬ 
sians came almost a week after the 
beheading of Canadian captive 


John Ridsdel on April 25, after 
the deadline to pay a P300-million 
ransom lapsed. 

His decapitated head, placed in a 
sack and a plastic bag, was dumped 
in front of the Jolo municipal hall. 
A headless body believed to be 
Ridsdel’s was recovered two days 
later in a village of Talipao town. 

The Philippines and the United 
States have classified Abu Sayyaf as a 
terrorist group, and the military and 
police have pronounced there will 
be no letup in operations against 
the group. 
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The Abu Sayyaf 
group frees 10 
Indonesian sailors 
(left) but threatens 
to kill the remaining 
hostages (inset 
below) if ransom 
demands are not 
met. 
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P275-M drug sting nets 3 Taiwanese in Ayala Alabang 


A drug sting netted 55 kilograms of 
shabu worth P275 million. 

Three Taiwanese men were arrested at 
a house in Ayala Alabang subdivision in 
Muntinlupa City on May 4. 

Police officers seized the shabu and raw 
materials for the drug’s manufacture from 
Peng Jyun Jiun, 19; Chen Hu Min, 27; 
and Eugene Chong, 24, at 325 Tamarind 
Drive. 

“The three Taiwanese appeared to be in 
a panic because of the seizure of the raw 


materials shipment. They were dispatching 
their supply of shabu in a hurry and we were 
lucky to catch them in the act,” Director 
Joel Pagdilao, head of the National Capital 
Region Police Office, said in an interview. 

Chief Inspector Robert Razon said Peng 
was arrested after he handed over 25 kgs 
of shabu in exchange for P25 million in 
marked money. 

The two other Taiwanese were arrested 
in the house, where 30 kgs of shabu and 
chemicals were found. 



Director Joel 
Pagdilao presents 25 
kilos of shabu and 
P25 million in marked 
money recovered 
during a drug sting 
in Ayala Alabang, 
Muntinlupa City. 
[JOVEN CAGANDE/ 
PhilSTAR] 


Chinese with P45-M shahu nahhed 


Police officers from the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group 
arrested Chinese national Norman 
Hung Wang in a drug sting in 
Malate, Manila on April 26. 

He was nabbed as soon as he 
accepted marked money at the 
parking lot of the Harrison Plaza 
mall, said Senior Superintendent 
Ronald Lee, CIDG-National 
Capital Region chief 


Police recovered at least nine 
kilos of shabu worth about P45 
million in a traveling bag in Wang’s 
Toyota Altis car. 

Police said Wang had been under 
surveillance for more than a week. 

Wang, who had been in the 
country for more than 20 years and 
reportedly knows a lot of policemen 
in the anti-drugs section, is the fifth 
Chinese arrested for illegal drugs in 


Manila so far this year. 

Lee said many Chinese are based 
in Manila but operate elsewhere, 
citing the PI 80-million drug bust 
in Valenzuela City in January. 

MPD director Chief Supt. Ro¬ 
lando Nana said he has ordered the 
gathering of intelligence and moni¬ 
toring of foreigners, not necessarily 
Chinese, to combat the prolifera¬ 
tion of illegal drugs in the city. 


QCPD seized 
P375-M shabu 

A police drug bust netted some 
75 kilos of shabu worth P375 
million, the biggest shabu haul of 
QCPD operatives so far this year, 
according to District Anti-Illegal 
Drugs Special Operations Task 
Group head Chief Inspector Enrico 
Figueroa. 

Chinese Wei Chang Lee and 


Henry Go Sy and Taiwanese Shan 
Wen Lee and Chu Cheng Chu were 
nabbed by DAID-SOTG operatives 
at a fastfood outlet in Philcoa. 

Chu, said to be a former officer of 
the Taiwan Air Force, is the alleged 
leader of the drug ring, police said. 

The illegal drugs stashed in five 
bags were recovered in the suspects’ 
Starex van, together with four bags 
containing PI million in marked 
money, which was part of the drug 
sting. 
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"Your health 
is our concern. 



650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
Telephone Nos.: 242-9759 • 242-9758 



Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 

FOR DETAILS,CALL NOW! 

522-0042 

Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 
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548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
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• Security training services 
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OPINION 


Soul of China 

By Go Bon Juan 


Doing what is 
right to set 
an example 

D uring the reign of Emperor Han Ai Di 
(D D D 6-2 B.C.), He Bing (D D ) was 

appointed as governor of Ying Chuan ([] [] ) 
prefecture. 

At the time, Zhong Yuan ([] [] ), a native from 
Ying Chuan, concurrently held the positions 
of minister and military officer of the imperial 
court. He wielded great power and influence in 
the court. 

Zhong Yuan’s younger brother, Zhong Wei 
(DD) was an officer of Ying Chuan prefecture. 
He used his power to embezzle thousands of cash. 

Before assuming his position in Ying Chuan, 
He Bing called on Zhong Yuan to say goodbye. 
Knowing his younger brother’s crime, Zhong 
Yuan removed his official cap and requested He 
Bing to reduce the punishment of Zhong Wei 
from death penalty to grip of pincers. 

He Bing replied, “The conviction is based on 
the degree of crime of your younger brother and 
the law of the emperor, and it’s nothing to do 
with this governor.” 

Zhong Yuan realized the intent of He Bing. 
He was so frightened he sent someone to tell his 
younger brother to flee immediately. 

Zhao Ji (D D ) ^nd Li Kuan ([] [] ) of Yang 
Zhai (0 0 ) county were notorious criminals. 
They kept a lot of goons, rode roughshod 
over county folks, raped women and bullied 
government staff Upon learning that He Bing 
had assumed the position of governor, knowing 
he was strict in enforcing laws, they too were 
frightened and fled. 

When he arrived at Ying Chuan, He Bing 
sent people to arrest Zhong Wei, Zhao Ji and 
Li Kuan. He publicly proclaimed to the people 
of the prefecture that the three were guilty of 
heinous crimes that warranted grave punishment. 
Although they were on the run, once arrested, 
they would be beheaded. 

Counting on his elder brother’s backing, Zhong 
Wei stopped fleeing and stayed put at Luoyang 
(D D ) county. He was arrested by officials from 
the prefecture and executed. 

Zhao Ji and Li Kuan were also arrested and 
executed. He Bing hanged their heads at the 
downtown center and announced the crimes they 
had committed. 

Since then peace and order prevailed in the 
prefecture, and the people seldom committed 
crimes. 


Difficult choices for 
the greater good 


I t’s one day post election. Is it too much to wish that candidates 
would help clean up after themselves - remove their tarpaulins, 
pick up their trash and concede they have lost if the margins are 
big or start fulfilling their promises if they win. 

People are entitled to their own votes and their own choices. I 
just feel sad that some people make choices based on the wrong 
reasons and flawed information. In this cyber era, misinformation 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


is no longer a valid excuse. Not getting accurate information about 
a candidate results mainly from laziness and gullibility, playing 
into the hands of spinmeisters whose only job is to make their 
candidates look good and win and make the competition look bad. 

A few days before election, some friends brought to my 
attention several Facebook posts about why they won’t vote for 
Leni Robredo. One called her weak, saying she could easily be 
swayed by whoever is elected president. Another questioned her 
principles because she agreed to run under the Liberal Party (read: 
administration). They surmised that her decision would make her 
late husband. Interior Secretary Jesse Robredo, most unhappy. 

Whether she wins or loses in this election (I’m praying 
she wins), I think it is fair to set the record straight. The two 
accusations against her are unfair and unjust. 

On April 30, at the regular meeting of the Movement for 
Restoration of Peace and Order, we had Dr. Gaile Robredo-Vitas, 
a niece of the late secretary, as special guest speaker. I thought I 
already knew a lot about Robredo’s tsinelas leadership and was 
surprised by the many stories she shared with us. The reflections 
below resulted from the sharing that night that lasted over an hour. 

It takes strength and courage to support the lifestyle of a true 
public servant, one who will never be rich. In 2012, when I went 
to the funeral of Secretary Jesse Robredo in Naga, I went first to 
their house. 

What struck me upon entrance was the stark simplicity of the 
furniture. The sala is smaller than the Kaisa office in Intramuros. 
The guests spilled over outside to the garage that had three cars, 
all 5 to 8 years old. The house is small, old and simple, one you 
won’t expect to be owned by a mayor for 19 years. 

Leni and the three daughters supported Jesse’s decision not 


to make money out of being mayor. That showed strength of 
their character. 

When Leni was asked to run for Congress, the family was 
not over their grief yet. She was at a loss because she needed to 
find gainful employment, what with three daughters dependent 
on her. There were two candidates for the position and were up 
against a well-entrenched politician with all the power, money 
and machinery. If Leni ran, they agreed they would give way 
only to her. After a long period of discernment, on the last day 
of filing of certificate of candidacy, Leni ran for the position. She 
promised her daughters she would serve only one term. 

Then came the call to run as vice president of Mar Roxas. 
It would entail an even greater sacrifice than being district 
representative. I can attest to the agony she and her family went 
through to make the decision. They had late nights of discussions 
and consultations. Their personal choice was not to run. Many 
went to give advice and to persuade her to run. 

Through her close friend, I too sent her my personal text 
message: “It is a rare privilege to have a chance to be of help to 
others. Those who are given that chance should seize it, for it 
may not come their way again.” I explained that not everyone is 
chosen to make sacrifices for the greater good. 

Though a decision not easily arrived at, she chose to run and 
her family promised to be behind and beside her. That’s what I 
meant when I said it takes great courage to make choices that 
are right and necessary but not really your choice. As I shared 
with Dr. Gaile, it was not a personal choice that I took up the 
anti-crime cudgels, but it was the right one, out of necessity. I’m 
sure Leni was in the same boat. 

The same is true with Mar Roxas. He made the right choice 
when he gave way to Benigno Aquino III in the 2010 race. It 
was not his personal will, but it was the right one for the greater 
good. He also sacrificed his own campaign to make sure Aquino 
would win against Manuel Villar and Joseph Estrada; he gave up 
a number of his own television ads for Aquino. 

Roxas took the backseat during the campaign and even in 
his stint as interior and local government secretary, he did not 
capitalize on these accomplishments to build himself up. 

He accomplished much as far as our topmost concern - 

BEATS,/>. 6 
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Binondo goes digital with Globe’s fiber broadband tech 
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Binondo, the world’s oldest 
Chinatown, will soon get to savor 
world-class Internet experience 
with speeds of up to IGbps, 
courtesy of Globe Telecom’s latest 
initiative. 

In line with its vision of the 
Philippines going digital by 2020, 
Globe is collaborating with the city 
government of Manila in bringing 
fiber broadband technology to 
Binondo. 

Globe had issued an invitation 
early this year to local governments 
to support its plan to build on its 
network and create an Internet 
super highway nationwide. 

The city government of Manila, 
led by Mayor Joseph Estrada, was 


the first local government unit to 
respond to the call. 

The project is expected to be 
completed by this year’s third 
quarter. 

Fiber optics offer the fastest 
way to access data, providing 
consumers with higher download 
and upload speeds, lower latency 
and faster Internet browsing. Globe 
chief commercial officer Albert de 
Larrazabal said. 

The estimated US$1 million 
investment will deliver ultra-fast 
internet to at least 5,000 new 
business and home subscribers 
as part of the initial rollout, 
and the business and residential 
establishments in the entire 


Binondo district are expected to 
benefit from the fiber broadband 
technology, driving up business 
growth in the area. 

As part of its efforts to expand 
network coverage and capacity, 
Larrazabal states that Globe will 
also roll out small cell technology 
in various parts of Binondo. 

The small cell technology, which 
supports multiple technologies 
including 3G and LTE, will enable 
Globe to harness additional capacity 
from fiber optics without the need 
for macro cell sites. 

A further advantage in digitizing 
Binondo is the enhancement of 
crime-prevention through the 
deployment of high definition 


GGTV to be positioned in critical 
spots. 

Wi-Fi kiosks, where customers 
can experience high-speed data 
connectivity, will also be established 
in different locations within the 
district. 

Globe is presently in close 
coordination with the Manila 
city government regarding the 


BEAXS, from p. 5 

restoration of peace and order - is 
concerned. He worked closely with 
us, just like Jesse. It takes courage to 
always give way so as not to outshine 
his own boss. 


Nominations call for 2016 Ateneo Art Awards 
Fernando Zobel Prizes for Visual Art 


The Ateneo Art Awards has 
started its nomination call for its 
prestigious Fernando Zobel Prizes 
for Visual Art. 

Work that has been exhibited 
between May 2,2015 and May I, 
2016 are eligible for nomination 
consideration. Three winners will 
be selected from a shortlist of 12 
exhibitions/artworks. 

Nomination forms are available 


at the Ateneo Art Gallery, or down¬ 
loaded at http://ateneoartgallery. 
org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ 
AAA2016-Zobel-NomForm.pdf 
The Ateneo Art Gallery and its 
partners, the Ateneo Art Gallery, 
Shangri-la Plaza, Kalaw-Ledesma 
Foundation, Inc., Metro Society, 
The Philippine Star and Y-Style, 
have been granting awards and op¬ 
portunities to Filipino visual artists 


below the age of 36 since 2004. 

The prize is given to outstanding 
artists and their works in honor 
and commemoration of Fernando 
Zobel de Ayala (1924-1984), the 
founding benefactor of the Ateneo 
Art Gallery. 

In 2014, the Ateneo Art Awards 
started a second category: The 
Purita Kalaw-Ledesma Prize for 
Art Griticism, honoring the two 


pioneers who left their respective 
marks in Philippine art history. 

Winners are invited to apply for 
international residency grants fund¬ 
ed by the Ateneo Art Gallery and 
its partner institutions: La Trobe 
University Visual Arts Gentre in 
Bendigo, Australia, Artesan Gallery 
in Singapore and Liverpool Hope 
University in Liverpool, United 
Kingdom. 


construction of additional cell sites 
in other parts of the capital as well, 
as part of its continuing coverage 
and capacity expansion. 

Globe is also in talks with 
other LGUs in the development 
of “connected communities” by 
deploying fiber optics in 20,000 
barangays by 2020 to reach around 
2 million homes nationwide. 


Gontrast that with a Rodrigo 
Duterte who thinks only of 
himself What he has is a sense of 
entitlement. What he does not have 
is respect for the rule of law. 

He admits having his death 
squads kill people. People in 
Davao close to him admit that 
Duterte’s targets are the helpless 
and the poor who will not 
complain and has no access to 
the justice system. 

Even the rich businessmen are 
afraid to antagonize him and his 
family and find it easier to give in 
to whatever he demands for fear 
that Armalite-toting goons will be 
at their door. 

Duterte said you can kill his sons 
if they are involved in drugs, but 
people ask who among Duterte’s 
goons dare do it after they have long 
covered up for the family. 

As for Bongbong 
Marcos, we are not vis¬ 
iting his father’s sins on 
him, but making him 
accountable for his own. 

Living in exile in Ha¬ 
waii, he knew full well 
the extent of his father’s 
and mother’s thievery, 
but the family covered 
up for them. Much 
of the Marcos hidden 
wealth was transferred 
to the kids, wealth that 
is being used to buy the 
Filipinos again. 

I cringe at the 
thought of having a 
Marcos back in power, 
the betrayal goes bone 
deep. I certainly don’t 
want to find out on 
winner-proclamation 
day that NO, the Fili¬ 
pino is NOT WORTH 
dying for. 
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Premier Li: higher education innovation 


Chinese Premier Li Keqiang 
wants China’s higher education 
institutes to boost science and 
technology research to help with 
economic development. 

“Innovation requires one’s own 
efforts as well as the ability to look 
to, and learn from, advanced experi¬ 
ences and concepts from overseas,” 
Li said during his visits to Tsinghua 
and Peking, two prestigious univer¬ 
sities in Beijing. 

At Tsinghua’s major research 
and development projects, Li was 
briefed on new-generation nuclear 
technology, new energy vehicles, 
next-generation Internet and con¬ 
densed matter physics. 

Li called for universities to be 


better coordinated with each other 
and science and technology insti¬ 
tutes to avoid parallel research at the 
same level and to utilize talent and 
resources more efficiently. 

He underscored the need for a 
more flexible mechanism to attract 
high-caliber talent and motivate re¬ 
search so China would take the lead 
in the world in core technology and 
promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Li said that China’s shortcom¬ 
ings were in basic research, and 
urged the School of Mathematical 
Sciences to give priority to basic 
math research, provide long-term 
support to researchers, including 
reasonable and steady incomes and 
social insurance. 



Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (seated, second from left) learns about 
the preservation and study of Tsinghua Bamboo Slips, which were 
cultural relics acquired by Tsinghua University. 


Two Guinness 
world records 
for Xinhua 
Dictionary 

China’s The Commercial Presss 
Xinhua Dictionary is the “most 
popular dictionary” and the “best¬ 
selling book,”and has sold 567 
million copies globally, Guinness 
World Records announced during 
the presentation ceremony in Lon¬ 
don last month. 

Xinhua Dictionary is China’s 
first modern dictionary since the 
foundation of the People’s Republic 
of China on Oct. 1, 1949. 

Dubbed the “National Diction¬ 
ary,” Xinhua Dictionary has served 
several generations of Chinese 
people, and impacted the linguistic 
lives of billions. It is also a useful 
tool for foreigners who are learning 
Chinese language and culture. 


Century-old station goes high speed 





The Qinglongqiao Railway Station in 1909 (top) and now (above). 


Qinglongqiao Railway Station, a 
century-old station on the Beijing- 
Zhangjiakou Railway in Beijing, 
was designed by famous “Father of 
China’s Railroads” engineer Zhan 
Tianyou (1861-1919). 

The Beijing-Zhangjiakou Rail¬ 
way was the first railway fully de¬ 
signed, funded and built by Chinese 
people. 

To overcome steep gradients, Zhan 
designed a railway that zigzaged up¬ 
wards by switching back the line near 
the Qinglongqiao Railway Station. 

Construction began in 1908. The 
Qinglongqiao section boasts a zero- 
error record and saw rapid railway 
network expansion in China. 

China now boasts the world’s 
biggest high speed railway network 
at a stunning 19,000 kms; which is 
longer than all of the world’s high¬ 
speed lines put together. 


2015 saw 
increase in 
culturespending 

China spent a total of RMB68.3 
billion (US$10.5 billion) on cul¬ 
tural undertakings in 2015, up 17.1 
percent from 2014, according to a 
report released by the Ministry of 
Culture. 

Chinese art troupes performances 
increased by 21.9 percent year on 
year, the report said. 

A total of 25 China cultural 
centers operate overseas, organizing 
924 cultural events, attracting 2.8 
million foreign audience members 
throughout 2015. 

More public museums have been 
constructed. The Ministry of Cul¬ 
ture also supported 138 key cultural 
projects with RMB1.18 billion in 
2015, up by 75 percent. 

UN celebrates 
April 20 as Chinese 
Language Day 

The United Nations marked 
the seventh Chinese Language 
Day with a series of performances 
showcasing the unique and diversi¬ 
fied beauty of traditional Chinese 
culture, with Chinese craftsmen 
presenting classic tea-making and 
woodblock printing techniques. 

The crowd at the UN headquar¬ 
ters in New York were also treated 
to a martial arts performance as well 
as a “Long Spout Teapot” ceremony, 
popular tea-serving show in China’s 
Sichuan and Zhejiang provinces. 

The Chinese Language Day is 
held around the same time in April 
each year on Guyu (D D )? which 
means “grain rain,” to carry out 
agricultural activities. 



World's biggest standing Buddha mystery still unsolved 


Baxianshan Buddha in the 
Baxianshan Mountain in Pingshan 
County, southwest of China’s 
Sichuan province, became the 
world’s largest standing Buddha 
after the Buddhas of Bamiyan in 
Afghanistan were blown up in 
2001. 

Reaching the height of a 10-sto- 
rey building, this 32-meter high 
standing Buddha is estimated to 


be about 400 years old and features 
relief carving. 

Some archaeologists estimate 
that the standing Buddha was 
carved during the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644). 

But questions of who carved 
the Buddha and why it was made 
remain unanswered as there is no 
documentation, and the origin of 
the Buddha remains a mystery. 


The Encyclopedia of China 
lists this Buddha among the 10 
biggest Buddhas in the world, 
with great artistic, cultural and 
research value. 

The government of Pingshan 
County, together with several his¬ 
toric preservation societies, is now 
revisiting the mystery, hoping to 
shed some light on the story of the 
Baxianshan Buddha. 



Baxianshan Buddha. 
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By Teresita Ang See and W. H. Wu 


he Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) was a period of great maritime explorations in China. Tulay previously featured 
Zheng Hes seven voyages to the Western Ocean (Nov. 15, 2011 issue). Unlike the great European maritime ex¬ 
plorations with imperialistic ambitions, the Ming explorers sailed the South Seas to establish trading networks 
beyond Chinas empire. 

The Spaniards, the British, the Americans and finally the Japanese came in their gunboats to colonize the Philippines. 
The Chinese came in their merchant vessels bringing valuable goods and supplies, and the wealth of their knowledge, 
culture and technology made life easier for the Spaniards and Filipinos alike. In turn, they also enriched Chinas treasury 
and gained new knowledge about their neighbors, which were put into records and became a rich source of Southeast 
Asia’s pre-colonial history. 

This issue Tulay features the story of Li Dan and introduces the 12-volume work of Zhang Xie, the D D D D {DongXi 
Yang Kao {An Examination of countries in the East'West Ocean)]. 





The story of Li Dan 


T he Philippines in Selden Map 

DDDDDDDD {Tulay,Xpn\ 

5-18,2016 issue) article described 
the importance of the Philippines 
as China’s connection to the world in its 
ancient maritime silk route. The map’s 
origins - who drew it up and who had 
commissioned it - is a puzzle that historians 
are still trying to decipher. 

We had highlighted the fact that the 
places in the map, especially those in the 
Philippines, are in Hokkien. And the Chiiiese 


characters were those commonly used and 
known to the Chinese in the Philippines. 

Examples are Tua Kang (D D ) to refer to 
Aparri, Ong Sia (D D ) to refer to Intramuros 
and Hua Lang (D D ) to refer to Spaniards. 

Robert Batchelor and other Chinese 
scholars who studied the map extensively 
theorize that the map belonged to a Hokkien 
merchant in the Philippines. 

Specifically, they speculate that it was Li 
Dan ([] [] ?-1625), a well-known Hokkien 
merchant with vast networks in Southeast 


Asia, Taiwan and Japan, who commissioned 
the drawing of the map. 

Li Dan was a trader based in Manila who 
later moved to Hirado and Nagasaki in Japan. 

There are a number of Chinese, Japanese 
and Dutch sources about Li Dan (foreign 
name Andrea Dittis) and his background, 
but they have little information about the 
Philippines and his Manila networks and 
activities. 

The 5 5-volume Blair and Robertson’s The 
Philippine Islands (1493-1898) and other au¬ 


thoritative history books and accounts on the 
Philippines have no mention of Li Dan at all. 

We first encountered the mention of Li 
Dan in Sterling Seagrave’s 1995 book. Lords 
of the Rim. 

The book claimed that the 1603 massacre 
of the Chinese was caused by Li Dan, the 
leader of the Chinese community then, but 
this information has never been mentioned 
in any Philippine history book. 

Seagrave said Li Dan escaped to Japan after 

the Spaniards detained his ship. Unfortunately, 

/ 
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Seagrave did not cite any references regarding 
this event. 

Fortunately, University of Hong 
Kong History professor Dr. James Chin’s 
article, Trade, Business Networks, 

and Sojourning Communities: Hokkien 
Merchants in Early Maritime Asia,” help give 
some basis for Seagrave’s claim: 

“The diary of Richard Cocks and the 
detailed archival records of the English East 
India Company factory at Hirado from 1613 
to 1623 give us a fragmentary but fascinating 
picture of this Hokkien Captain. 

“In a letter sent to the East India Company 
dated 25th February 1615: (quoted verbatim, 
bracketed questions from Chin — Ed.) ‘These 
2 China brothers, Andrea Dittis & Whaw, are 
great merchants & will contynewally [bring 
more?] merchandiz in this place then all the 
Japons in Firando. Andrea Dittis was governor 
of the Chinas at Manilla in the Phillippinas 
and in the end the Spaniardes picked a 
quarrell on purpose to seize all he had, to the 
vallew of above 40,000 tales, [and put him?] 
into the gallis, from whence he escaped som 
9 years since & came to Firando, where he 
hath lived ever since.’” 

Chin further writes: It can be inferred that 
“Li Dan had been a very rich merchant and 
was the governor or leader in the Hokkien 
community of Manila before he escaped from 
the Spanish galleys in 1606, soon after the 
first Chinese massacre of 1603 in Manila. It 
also seemed that Li Dan established himself 
at Hirado very quickly, and regained his 
influence among his fellow countrymen 
within a few years.” 

Xiamen University historian Zhou 
Yunzhong wrote about the British ship The 
Elizabeth capturing a Japanese boat in August 
1620. 

The captain, Diego Fernandez, and two 
Spanish friars, Pedro Manrique De Zuniga 
and Luis Flores, said that the owner of the 
goods found in the boat was a Chinese trader 
called Li Dan. 

The Selden Map, which they believed 
belonged to Li Dan, surfaced then and 
researchers theorized that it was among the 
goods forcibly taken by the British ship. 

The most number of identified places in 
the Selden Map were Luzon, Vietnam and 
Japan, hence the speculation that the boat 
owner and map owner was Li Dan. 

Li Dan owned a big fleet of ships that sailed 
all over the region, especially Southeast Asia 
and Japan. He even helped England establish 
trading networks in Nagasaki and garnered 
huge investments from Great Britain. 

Chin also wrote about Li Dan’s Dutch 
connections: “For the next two years (1622 
to 1623 — Ed.), the Dutch tried very hard 
to force the Chinese authorities to open up 
trade but failed, until the prominent Hokkien 


merchant leader Andrea Dittis or Li Dan 
based in Quanzhou came to the Pescadores in 
August 1624 and volunteered to be the broker 
in the negotiations between the Dutch and 
the Fujian authorities.” 

It was not just Fujian authorities with 
whom Li Dan had deep connections but also 
Japanese feudal lords. 

Chin writes: 

“What he invested in the forging of special 
relations with these feudal lords was rewarded 
generously. In return for Li Dan’s gifts and 
generosity, Matsuura Takanobu not only 
helped him to obtain the license for overseas 
trade from the Shogun at Edo, but also 
succeeded in securing for him the monopoly 
in trading with Taiwan.” 

We have asked our Chinese historian 
friends to help us search for more sources 
on Li Dan and the Philippines, especially on 
confirming or refuting Seagrave’s claim that Li 
Dan was the leader of the Chinese community 
during the 1603 massacre and that he moved 
to Nagasaki as a result. 

There is a more intriguing story about Eng 
Kang, the leader of the 1603 revolt. 

Lucille Chia, in her book The Butcher, the 



Saint Lorenzo Ruiz 


Baker, and the Carpenter: Chinese Sojourners 
in The Spanish Philippines and Their Impact 
on Southern Eujian (Sixteenth-Eighteenth 
Centuries), writes: 

“A Christian Chinese who was the head 
Chinese official (gobernadorcillo) of the 
Chinese quarters (Parian) in 1603, with a 
Chinese name transcribed as Encang, had 


the Hispanic name of Juan Bautista de Vera. 
Encang ended up as one of the leaders of 
the 1603 ‘rebellion’ and massacre of the 
Chinese.” 

Is it possible that Li Dan was in fact 
Encang or Juan Bautista de Vera. Encang 
was hanged and quartered after the 1603 
massacre. Could it be possible that the one 
who died was a scapegoat to allow the rich 
and well-connected Li Dan to escape? 

This is historical speculation that needs 
further study. 

In addition, Li Dan had a daughter Ignacia 
(baptized as Elizabeth) and a grandson (child 
of his son Agustin) who were burned at stake 
(D D ) in Nagasaki in 1635. 

Our first Filipino saint Lorenzo Ruiz’s 
Chinese surname is Li. Ruiz escaped with 
the Dominican friars to Nagasaki and died a 
martyr there in 1637. 

Ruiz was an escrihano (clerk) for the 
Dominicans, which indicated a good learning 
background and that he must have come from 
quite a prominent family. Is there a connection 
between Li Dan and Lorenzo Ruiz? 

This is certainly another matter worth 
exploring. (p 


o<x><xxxxx><><x><xxx><xx><x><xxxx><><><><><xx><x><x><xxxxxxx><x><xxxxx>o<xxx><>oo<>c^^ 

The Philippines in 
DongXiY^ng Kao 


T he Zhangzhou City Library and the Zhangzhou Chinese 
Overseas History Editorial Board, in a visit to Bahay 
Tsinoy on Jan. 29, gifted the Chinben See Memorial 
Library (located at the Kaisa Heritage Center) with a 
most valuable and much appreciated set (four volumes) of Zhang 
Xie's work, DongXi Yang Kao (An Examination of countries in the 
East-West Ocean D D D D )• We looked through the volumes and 
identified place names in the P hili ppines mentioned in the book. 

Zhang Xie (Q D 1574-1640) was a scholar who dedicated his 
life to the study of geography and history. He painstakingly 
gathered data on countries in East and Southeast Asia from the 
Ming period. 

Zhang's 12 scrolls (Q ) became the Dong Xi Yang Kao, which 
was completed only after Wang Qizong (D D D )/ sub-prefectural 
magistrate of Zhangzhou (Q D )/ asked him to complete this work 
because Wang realized its importance in adding to the Chinese of¬ 
ficials' knowledge of the economic situations in overseas countries. 

The significance of Zhang's book lies not only in his description 
of foreign countries but also the precise information about taxes 
and tributes coming in from countries like Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines. 

Of special interest is the description of the Chinese overseas 
communities and the Spanish settlements in the region. 

There is a manuscript preserved from the late Ming period 
which was republished in 1981 by the Zhonghuashuju Press 
(D D D D ) in the series, "Zhongwai jiaotong shiji congkan (G D 

D D D D D D 

Many of the South Seas countries' accounts in the Ming Shih 
(especially the Philippines) are derived from DongXi Yang Kao. 
The book gives detailed information of practical and accurate 


directions for navigating the East Ocean, which included the 
Philippines (Lu-sung and Su-lu), Moluccas Islands and North 
Borneo, and Eormosa. 

This work has 12 volumes divided into nine sections. 

The first four volumes belong to section I, "Investigations 
Regarding the Countries in the West Ocean," while the fifth 
volume is section 11, "Investigations Regarding the Countries in 
the East Ocean." 

The "Account of Lu-sung (Luzon)" contains the following 
information: 

1. Lu-sung, lying in the East Sea (Ocean), was a small country 
in early times, but gradually grew in size. 

2. In 1405, the king of this country sent an envoy, named Ko- 
cha-lao, to pay the tribute to the court. 

3. Since this country was near Chang-chou (Zhang's native 
city), the Chinese trade vessels often went there. 

4. Kan-ssu-la (Spain) occupied and controlled this country. 

5. During the Spanish times, the Chinese population steadily 
increased. 

6. The documents about the case of Pan Ho-wu in 1593. 

7. The detailed account of the case of Chang Yi in 1603. 

8. The detailed account of Spanish customs. 

There are also nine short accounts of nine other places, Cebu 
among them, which was considered a part of Lu-sung. 

The "Account of Su-lu" mentions the trade and profit of big 
pearls. It also mentioned that the Chinese merchants brought 
back silver moneys, and nothing else, from Lu-sung. 

More than 50 places in the Philippines are mentioned in Dong 
Xi Yang Kao (see sidebar, p.lO). — With input from Dr. Wu 
Ching-Hong's References to the Philippines in Chinese Sources. 
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I Names of 
I Philippine places 
I mentioned in 


ID D D D 

= ^Thisisa listof names of ancientplaces in 
I I the Philippines recorded in Dong XiYang 
I Kao, starting from the departure pointatYue 
I Gang (D D ) in Zhangzhou (Q Q ), sailing 
I through coastal areas from north to south. 

I This list identifies for us the places 
I most well-known to early Chinese traders 
I (biggest number is in Northern Luzon). 

I We keptthe Chinese names and inserted 
I the Filipino names of places we have 
I identified. We welcome readers to suggest 
I possible names of unidentified places, 
i Email tulayweekly(g)gmail.com. 



1. D D : Luzon 22. 

2. □ D D 23. 

3. □ D D □ 24. 

4. □ D D : Pen rest mountain - could be Camiguin 25. 

Island; It has two mountain peaks and from 26. 

the island, it looks like where you put down a 27. 
Chinese brush (pen) 

5. D D D 28. 

6. D D D ■ Puga Island in Batanes 29. 

7. D D ■ Aparri, Cagayan 30. 

8. D D ■ Sanchez Mira, Namuac, Cagayan 31. 

9. D D D ■ Laoag (D D ). Hocos Norte 32. 

10- D D D ■ Badoc, Hocos Norte 

11. □ D : Vigan (□ Q ), Hocos Sur 33. 

12. □ D D 34. 

la □ D D 35. 

14 □ D D 36. 

15. □ D : Candon, Hocos Sur 37. 

16 □ D D 38. 

17. D D D 39. 

la D D D 40. 

19- D D D D • Could be Bolinao, Pangasinan 41. 

20. D D D • Could be Sual, Pangasinan 42. 

21. D D D ■ Most Chinese records refer this to be 43. 

Lingayen, Pangasinan 44. 


D D D D ■ Pangasinan 45. 

□ D 46. 

□ D D □ 47. 

□ D D : Panatag Shoal in Zambales 48. 

ODD: Mount Natib in Bataan 49. 

□ D D : Most Chinese records refer this to be 50. 
San Pablo, Laguna 

D D ■ Corregidor 51. 

D D D (D D D D ) 52. 

ODD- Kawit, Cavite 53. 

D D ■ must be referring to D D Laguna 54. 

D D (D D D D )■ Luzon Harbor (must be 55. 

referring to Manila) 56. 

□ D D 57. 

□ D D (D □ D ) 58. 

□ D D 59. 

□ D D □ : Balayan, Batangas 60. 

□ D : Lubang Island 61. 

□ D D : Ilin Island 62. 

ODD- Mamburao, Mindoro Oriental 63. 

D D D 64. 

D D D 65. 

D D D 66. 

D D D D 67. 

D D D 


ODD- Cuyo Island 
ODD: Hamtic, Antique 

□ D D : Palawan (□ □ D ) 

□ D D 

□ D 

□ D D : must be referring to the seven peaks of 
Palawan 

D D D 
D D D 
D D D 

D D ■ Oton (old name Ogtong), Iloilo 
D D : Cebu (D D ) (old name Sugbu) 

D D 

□ D 

□ D D : Dapitan, Zamboanga del Norte 

□ D D □ : Maguindanao 

□ D D 

□ D (D D □ D ) 

D D (D D ): Cawit, Zamboanga City 
D D : Sulu 

D D D D :Basilan(Q Q Q ) (old name Taguima) 
D D D 
D D D 
D D 
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HEALTH 



H ere are some of the most entertaining 
trivia about the human body: 

• The average human body contains 
enough iron to make a three-inch nail; carbon 
to make 900 pencils; potassium to fire a 
toy cannon; fat to make seven bars of soap; 
phosphorous to make 2,200 match heads; and 
37 liters of water. 

• The largest human organ is the skin, with 
a surface area of more than 2 square meters. 

• There are almost 10 kilometers of blood 
vessels in the human body, and 72 kms of 
nerves in the skin. 

Do you dream often? 

• Scientists say that the higher your I.Q., 
the more you dream. (Okay, everybody, let’s 
start sharing our dreams with a friend.) 

• The average person takes 10 minutes to 
fall asleep. 

• Women blink twice as much as men. 

• The average time between blinks is 2.8 
seconds. 

• The average duration of a single blink is 
0.1 to 0.4 seconds. 

• When you are looking at someone you 
love, your pupils dilate; they do the same 
when you are looking at someone you hate. 

Men and women 

• Most men have erections every hour to 
an hour and a half during sleep. 

• According to the Kinsey Institute, the 
biggest erect male organ on record measures 
33 centimeters (13 inches). The smallest tops 
off at less than 5 cms (2 inches). 

• The largest cell in the human body is 
the female ovum, or egg cell. It is about 0.44 
millimeters inch in diameter. The smallest 
cell is the male sperm. It takes about 175,000 
sperm cells to weigh as much as a single egg 
cell. 


• During the 2,475,576,000 seconds of the 
average length life, the average person speaks 
123,205,750 words, has sex 4,239 times and 
sheds 57 liters of tears. 

• Women burn fat more slowly than men, by 
a rate of about 50 calories a day. That is probably 
why more women are obese based on studies. 

• Women’s hearts beat faster than men’s. 

• The average woman is five inches shorter 
than the average man. 

• On average, women say 7,000 words per 
day. Men manage just over 2,000. (So better 
not to argue with your spouse.) 

The stomach 

• A healthy individual releases 99 grams of 
gas in a single flatulent emission. 

• An average person farts five to 15 times 
in a day. Most is due to swallowed air. The 
rest is from fermentation of undigested food. 

• It takes the food seven seconds to get from 
your mouth to your stomach. 

• If removed from the body, the small 
intestine would stretch to a length of more 
than six meters long. 


• Your stomach 
cells secrete 
hydrochloric 
acid, a corrosive 
compound used to 
treat metals in the 
industrial world. 
The acid in your 
stomach is strong 
enough to dissolve 
razor blades, but 
mucous lining the 
stomach wall keeps 
this poisonous 
liquid safely in the 
digestive system. 

• The most ex¬ 
treme case of coin¬ 
swallowing was re¬ 
corded in England 
in 1958, when it 
was reported that 
424 coins and 27 
pieces of wire to¬ 
taling 5 pounds had been extracted from the 
stomach of a 54-year-old man. 

• The record for the most pies ever con¬ 
sumed in a single sitting was 631 meat pies. 
This was eaten by an American, Frank Giblet, 
on a holiday in Germany. After this, he was 
admitted to a local hospital where he had a 
minor cardiac arrest. 

• Aspirin went on sale as the first pharma¬ 
ceutical drug in 1899, after Felix Hoffman, 
a German chemist at the drug company 
Bayer, successfully modified salicylic acid, a 
compound found in willow bark to produce 
Aspirin. 

• A full bladder is roughly the size of a 
softball. 

Fingerprints, skin and hair 

• Fingerprints serve a useful function - they 
provide traction for the fingers to grasp things. 

• A fetus acquires fingerprints at the age 
of three months. 

• A fingernail or toenail takes about six 
months to grow from base to tip. Fingernails 
grow faster than toenails. 


• Humans shed and re-grow outer skin 
cells about every 27 days — almost 1,000 new 
skins in a lifetime. 

• An average human scalp has 100,000 
hairs. 

• A human being loses an average of 40 to 
100 strands of hair a day. 

• Human hair is estimated to grow at 
0.00000001 miles per hour. 

• Beards are the fastest growing hairs on 
the human body. If the average man never 
trimmed his beard, it would grow to nearly 
30 feet long in his lifetime. 

General trivia 

• The mosquito is the most dangerous 
animal in the world. Around 3,000 people 
die each day from malaria. Worldwide, 515 
million people are infected. 

• The anti-malarial drug quinine is taken 
from the bark of the Andean cinchona tree. 

• The first known heart medicine was 
discovered in an English garden. In 1799, 
physician John Ferriar noted the effect of 
dried leaves of the common foxglove plant, 
digitalis purpurea, on heart action. Still used 
by doctors, digitalis increases the force of 
heart contractions. 

• The average cup of coffee contains more 
than 1,000 different chemical components, 
none of which is tasted in isolation but only 
as part of the overall flavor. 

• The chemical n-acetyl-cysteine found in 
raw eggs is proven to help hangovers. 

• Jaw muscles are the strongest muscles in 
the body. They can provide about 200 pounds 
of force to bring the back teeth together for 
chewing. 

• It takes 17 muscles to smile, and 43 to 
frown. That is why people who frown often 
get more wrinkles. 

• Laughing heartily lowers levels of stress 
hormones (called cortisol) and strengthens 
the immune system. Good hormones, called 
endorphins, are released when we laugh. 

• Six-year-olds laugh an average of300 times 
a day. Adults only laugh 15 to 100 times a day. 
So, to our readers, try smiling and laughing 
more. It will make you healthier. 
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Third of four parts 

W iikong followed the spirit back 
to the Heavenly Palace. The Jade 
Emperor proclaimed to Wukong, 
“Today, I grant you the title of‘The Greatest 
Sage.’ This position should be high enough 
to satisfy you. Don’t make trouble again.” 

The Jade Emperor also ordered a palace 
built for Wukong beside the peach grove of 
the Queen. Wukong would be allowed to 
care for the grove. 

One day when the “Sage” was inspecting 
the grove, the God of Earth pointed to the 
first row of peach trees and said, “It takes 
3,000 years for these trees to blossom and 
bear fruit. One will gain health if one eats 
of their fruit.” 

Then he pointed to the second row of 
trees saying, “It takes 6,000 years for these to 
blossom and bear fruit. One will never age if 
one eats the fruit of these trees.” 

“The third row of trees takes 9,000 years 
to blossom and bring forth fruit. One will 
become a celestial being after eating of their 
fruit.” 

Wukong was very pleased to hear what the 
God of Earth said. 

The peaches of 9,000 years were soon 
ripe. Wukong was eager to taste them and 
managed to fool the God of Earth into 
leaving the grove. He took off his official 
clothes, climbed up a tree and ate his fill. 
Erom that time on, he often went to the grove 
and enjoyed the celestial peaches. 

O ne day, the Queen was to give a 
peach banquet. She commanded her 
seven fairies to pick peaches from the grove. 
The fairies picked two baskets of peaches 
from the first stand of trees and three baskets 
from the second stand. 

But when the fairies came to the last stand 
of trees, they found very few ripe peaches 
and had to pick the unripe ones. While they 
were picking the fruit, they found a worm 
under a leaf It was Wukong, who had turned 
himself into a worm. After he had eaten his 
fill of peaches, he had fallen fast asleep. He 
was now awakened by the fairies. 

When he awoke, Wukong regained his 
normal appearance, and with his magic staff 
in hand, he cried, “Who dares to steal this 
fruit?” The seven fairies all got down on their 
knees and said, “We have been ordered by 
the Queen to pick peaches for the banquet.” 

At this, the “Greatest Sage” asked, “Has 
she invited me to the banquet?” 

The fairies answered, “She invited the 
gods of each palace.” 

The Sage was angered by this. Using his 
powers, he put a spell on the fairies and rode a 
cloud straight to the jade pool of the Queen. 

Reaching the jade pool, Wukong drooled 
at the sight of so many kinds of delicious 



food, including dragon’s livers and phoenix 
marrows, and strong wines. He quickly pulled 
out a hair from his body and turned it into 
many flying insects which lit upon the giants, 
celestial beings, gods and other guests, causing 
them to fall into a deep sleep. 

Wukong helped himself to all of the 
wonderful food and wine. Soon he became 
quite intoxicated. 

Wukong was just able to stagger into the 
Dou Shuai Palace of Tai-shang Lao-jun (The 
Grand Supreme Elderly Lord). It was empty, 
since Lao-jiin had gone to lecture to the gods. 

Wukong entered a chamber where elixirs 
of immortality were made. He found five 
gourds containing a fresh batch of elixirs. 
Wukong said happily, “Since this is my lucky 
day, I will just have to have a little taste.” 
He poured the elixirs out of the gourds and 
drank them all. 

As the effects of the wine wore off, Wukong 
whispered to himself, “I think I am causing 
great trouble. It might be safer for me to 
descend to the Mountain. Better to be a king 
than a Sage.” 

With that, he disguised himself and ran 
away with two jars of wine. When they 
caught sight of their king, the monkeys 
said, “You have been in heaven for hundreds 
of years. What post were you granted this 


Journ^ to ■ 

The Monkey 


The fairies lost no time in reporting 
that Wukung had stolen the 
peaches of immortality. 


time?” The Monkey King told them of all 
his adventures and of stealing the peaches 
and elixirs of immortality. Later, in their 
cave, the monkeys and their king drank with 
great abandon. 

eanwhile, in the peach grove, the 
spell Wukong had put on the seven 
fairies had worn off The fairies lost no time in 
reporting that the “Greatest Sage” had stolen 
the peaches of immortality. Soon it was also 
reported that the wine and elixirs had been 
stolen. Wukong’s guard of the Sage Palace 
came to say, “The Sage is not in the palace. I 
don’t know where he is.” 

The Jade Emperor was so enraged that he 
commanded the four great kings to help King 
Li, Third Prince Nezha, and 100,000 heavenly 
troops to attack Wukong. They encircled the 
Mountain of Elowers and Emit with 18 nets. 

At the mouth of the Water Gurtain Gave, 
the Monkey King ordered his monkey troops 
to prepare to battle the gods of heaven. 
The forces of heaven and the forces of the 
Mountain fought until the sun set. 

After darkness fell, the Monkey King put 


a handful of his hairs into his mouth. He 
bit them into pieces and cried, “Ghange!” 
At once, each hair changed into another 
Wukong. All of them fought the gods with 
their magic staffs. 

King Li could not defeat all the Wukongs. 
The Jade Emperor met with his ministers 
again. The Guanyin (Goddess of Mercy) of 
the South Sea, who had been invited to the 
peach banquet, said, “I know a god who can 
catch this monkey. It’s your majesty’s nephew, 
the God Erlang.” 

The Jade Emperor immediately sent for 
God Erlang. 

God Erlang took his troops to the Water 
Gurtain Gave. They waved their banners and 
beat their fighting drums. 

The Monkey King fought more than 300 
rounds with God Erlang. Then God Erlang 
stretched himself 10,000 feet high to better 
attack Wukong. 

The “Greatest Sage” stretched himself as 
high as God Erlang. He held up his staff to 
strike at the God. The generals of Erlang 
released their hawks and dogs and shot 


arrows into the cave. The monkeys fled in 
all directions. 

The Monkey King despaired when he 
saw his troops fleeing. He, too, turned and 
ran. The God Erlang caught up to him and 
cried, “Where can you run? Surrender or 
die!” Wukong had lost all will to fight. 
He slipped from Erlang’s grasp and ran 
for his life. 

But he could not pass the gate of the 
monkey cave. His magic staff was too broad. 
Quickly, Wukong shrank the staff and placed 
it in his ear. Then, he turned himself into a 
sparrow and hid in a tree top. 

When God Erlang arrived at the cave 
entrance, he recognized the sparrow as Wu¬ 
kong. Erlang turned himself into a starving 
hawk and flew towards the tree top. 

Just in time, Wukong changed from a 
sparrow to a crow and flew up to the sky. 
Erlang turned into a huge sea crane and 
pursued the crow. 

Wukong dived into a brook and changed 
into a fish. Erlang reached the brook but could 
not find Wukong. He murmured to himself. 



















Tulc^ FORTNIGHTLY | May 10-23, 2016 I 13 



m 

m 

CIJ 

LTURE 




DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

DDDDDD 


H dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

DDDDDDDD 

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 
DDDDDDDDDD man DDDDDD □□□DDDDD □DDDDDD 


□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


fl, 


□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

_ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


□ □□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□:□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□CD 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□ 


□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

_ □□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □ □□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□ □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□[□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


Wukung as a snake leaves the water 
when Erlang turned himself into a fish 
hawk. 
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When words fail, use idioms... 


□ D □ 


“That monkey must be in the water. I 
can’t let him escape.” 

Erlang turned himself into a fish 
hawk, but Wukong turned himself into 
a snake and left the water. 

Erlang realized that the snake was 
Wukong and changed back into a 
sea crane to catch the snake, but the 
snake changed into 
a wild goose and 
stood on the bank 
of the brook. 

Erlang resumed 
his normal 


appearance. He then used a sling 
shot to shoot at the wild goose, but 
the wild goose rolled down a nearby 
cliff 

Wukong, who now lay at the 
foot of the cliff, changed himself 
again - into a temple. Wukong’s 
mouth was open, his teeth were the 
doors, his eyes the 
window lattices 
and his tail a flag 
pole set behind 
the temple. (p 
(To be continued) 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten 
Greatest Chinese Literature Classics 
(DDDDDDDDDDDD), vol. 7. 
Hilit Publishing Co. Ltd. (D D D D D 
DDDDDDD)/1990. Illustrations 
by Wu Dacheng (D D D )■ 


By Eleanor Tan Hokkien style (20) 



D D D 

tsai ha tsua 

getting married 
during the 
period of 
mourning 

Chinese tradition of getting 
married within 100 days 
after the death of a parent or 
grandparent, otherwise, they 
must wait two years to get 
married. 

D D D 

lai to k'ee 

come and go 

meaning give and take 

D D D D 

k'ang k'ang k'ui k'ui 

many troubles 

giving many alibis to avoid 
doing a task 

D D D D 

seng di k'a siao 

business foot 

a business-minded person 
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to be served. Customers are usually told of 
a 15' to 30-minute wait. I do not consider 
that amount of time as a negative; instead, I 
consider it a reflection of life in Zamboanga: 
unhurried, unharried. 

Another instance when I noticed that people 
were not running after time all the time was 
when I went out with some Jesuit Volunteer 
Philippines alumni. We had just returned from 
a fun day at Santa Cruz Island, and proceeded 
to Fort Pilar, a military defense fortress built in 
the early 17th century. After the visit, we were 
supposed to take a tricycle back to my hotel, but 
I wanted to find out the time of the anticipated 
mass that afternoon at the shrine of the fort. 

Three of our companions walked ahead as 
May Lucas, a JVP batchmate of mine and a 
native of Zamboanga, went back to the fort. 
I assumed the rest had left, but she said, “No, 
they’re just there waiting for us. They won’t 
leave.” 

And true enough, as we walked to the area 
where we were going to pick up a tricycle ride, 
our three companions were there, standing in 
the shade of a tree, chatting, unhurried. 

I was touched by the actions of these people 
who took the time to show me around in spite 
of their busy lives. They woke up early that 
morning, despite the fact that they had stayed 
out late the previous night to buy food to bring 
to the beach, and disrupt their weekend days 
of rest. 

Santa Cruz Island just off the coast of 
Zamboanga City boasts of a beach with pink 
sand, created from the red organ pipe coral 
pulverized over the centuries. 

Although the sand was not as pink as I 
expected, it was still a beautiful and peaceful 
place. I learned later that the sand becomes 
pinkish only when wet, and that when dry, it 
looks more like the white sand of Boracay. You 
have to dig to find the pink sand underneath. 

The Zambo experience would not be 
complete without eating their version of halo- 
halo, called knickerbocker (I forgot to ask why it 
was so called), made popular by a restaurant in 
Palmeras. This version has more fresh fruits than 
the common halo-halo, including watermelon, 
mango, pineapple, banana and apple. 

Another dish I enjoyed was shrimps in Alavar 
sauce, named after its inventor. The sauce tastes 
sweet, spicy and aromatic. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to savor the curacha (a kind of crab) 
and the satti (the Zamboanga version of the 
Indonesian satay). 

What is interesting about Zamboanga cuisine 
is that it has influences from Spanish, Mexican, 
Chinese, Indonesian and Malaysian cooking, a 
reflection of its location as a nexus of trade and 
cultural exchange around the region. 

Indeed, in the streets I saw a population more 
diverse than most places in the Philippines. 



RT Lim Boulevard (top) and the Santa Barbara Mosque (below) 



People spoke Visayan, Tagalog, English, Tausug 
and, of course, Chavacano. And it was a 
delightful and novel experience to hear people say 
j/”instead of “oo”or: ‘no instead of “wala. ” 

I saw Tausug women wearing their formal 
silk dress called hatawi and female nursing 
students in their uniform with hijah headscarfs. 
My hosts, all Christian Filipinos, told me that 
there had been an increasing number of Muslims 
migrating to the city, especially from Tawi-Tawi 
or Jolo, because parents want their children sent 
to a safer place. 

Colleges and universities like AdZU and 
WMSU now have a significant number of 
Muslim students, and in the city, the proportion 
of Muslim residents to Christians has been rising. 

However, the situation involving the clash 
between the government and different Muslim 
groups in western Mindanao as well as the 
Middle East crisis have not helped establish 
Zamboanga as a safe place to visit. The recent 
shooting of the Islamic cleric at the WMSU, 
and the way national newspapers splashed the 
news on their front pages, certainly reinforce 
in the minds of outsiders their negative image 
of the city. 

People have not yet forgotten the clash 
between government forces and the Moro 


National Liberation Front 
in September 2013, which 
displaced over 100,000 
people, resulted in the 
death of over 100 people 
and the burning of entire 
neighborhoods. 

Walking around the area 
where heavy fighting had 
occurred, I saw the holes and gaps in the walls 
made by mortar shelling and gunfight. New 
houses now stand in place of old ones. 

As is my habit when visiting a new place, 
I explored the city. My hotel was located near 
the downtown area, as well as the main seaside 
boulevard (named after Sen. Roseller T. Lim) 
and Fort Pilar. 

On my first day I walked along the boulevard 
to catch the sunset, hoping to see a vinta. The 
boulevard reminded me of Roxas Boulevard 
in Manila, although it lacks the length of the 
latter. But what was nice about it was that it runs 
along a sandy shore, and if Zamboanga City was 
wealthier, the area could have been converted 
into a beautiful place where people could swim, 
bask in the sun on the beach, promenade and 
enjoy the sunset. 

When I told my hosts that I had gone to the 
boulevard, I was met with a look of surprised 
incredulity for having gone there on my own. 
It seems that the boulevard is one place that an 
outsider should not be going unaccompanied by 
a local. But I felt that the city, just like any other 
city, had places that were safe, and some that were 
not. The boulevard had many residents jogging, 
walking or sitting on the seawall early morning 
or late afternoon, so I felt safe. 


One place though where I would not venture 
alone is Barangay Santa Catalina, where many 
houses were burned during the siege of 2013. 

One morning, I went for a walk along Paseo 
del Mar. Barangay Santa Catalina is just a stone’s 
throw from this park. When I was chatting with 
a couple who were there to exercise, a jogger 
passing by overheard our conversation and joined 
in. The couple was telling me where the entrance 
of Fort Pilar was, and I proceeded to walk there. 
The jogger happened to be heading in the same 
direction, and started to point out a few things 
about the area, including the place where both 
Muslims and Catholics lit candles near the shrine 
of the fort; the walls hit by mortar shells and 
bullets; the mosque where Muslims pray, and the 
entrance to Barangay Santa Catalina. 

Pointing toward Barangay Santa Catalina, he 
said, “The houses there are all new.” And as we 
approached the entrance he said, “I live here. 
But you can go no further.” I understood and 
went on my way. 

When I told May about my experience with 
the jogger she was aghast. She said that I could 
have been placed in harm’s way, but I did not feel 
unsafe when I was talking to the man. Or maybe 
I was being naive. “Ignorance is bliss,” I told her. 

On my first evening in Zamboanga, I had 
coffee with Karel at the lobby of the 5-star 
Garden Orchid Hotel. He said Zamboanga 
had really been hit by bad press and caught in 
the crossfire between different groups. With 
every new incident that makes the headlines, 
the hopes of the residents of Zamboanga for the 
city to earn back its reputation as a safe haven 
would be dashed. 

“We’re so glad that the KCC [the Koronadal 
Commercial Center] Mall opened last December. 
It is a sign that some people still believe in 
Zamboanga,” said Karel. 

On the second evening I went to the mall. 
It is the largest one in Zamboanga, dwarfing all 
the other malls in the downtown area. With five 
floors and a total floor area of more than 80,000 
square meters, the mall has plenty of retail stores 
and the usual fast-food chains and some specialty 
restaurants. On a Friday night, it was busding 
with people, young and old, outsiders and locals. 
It felt as if I was in one of the big malls of Manila, 
and that everything was fine. 

“When I took my final vows here two years 
ago, my family wanted to come but I told them 
not to. I did not want to have to worry about 
their safety all the time,” said Karel. He travels 
around in a van with a driver and a bodyguard, 
never venturing out of AdZU’s campus alone 
or on foot. 

As it was getting late and the following day was 
my day of lectures at AdZU, Karel brought me 
back to my hotel. Safely ensconced in my room, 
I joined thousands of other Zamboanguenos 
tucking in for the night after a weary day, hoping 
that tomorrow would be another day without 
incident for the Queen City of the South. (P 
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It is hard to imagine Chinese 
and Spanish soldiers engaging 
in bloodied conflict along 
the cobbled streets, much less 
the slaughter and execution 
of Chinese leaders for their 
involvement in the bloody 
uprisings that occurred in the 
early 17th century. 

But all the uprisings and 
bloody revolutions then were part 
and parcel of what characterized 
old Manila. 

I recall from my history class¬ 
es how the dauntless Katipune- 
ros, in a brave but futile attempt 
to overthrow the Spaniards, tried 
to take over Intramuros. The 
unrelenting Spaniards only sur¬ 
rendered upon their defeat in the 
Battle at Manila Bay in the 1898 
Spanish-American war. 

However, the Katipuneros’ 
attempted blockade of the forti¬ 
fied city inspired the Filipinos’ 
budding sense of nationalism 
and patriotism that eventually 
J won them their independence. 

I also recall that Rizal himself 
was imprisoned at Fort Santiago for 
his alleged involvement with the 
Philippine Revolution; it was in a 
prison cell that he wrote “Mi Ultimo 
Adios,” his last words before his 
execution. 

Carefully scrutinizing the arc of 
Fuerza de Santiago, a remnant of the 
old Manila as depicted in Rizal’s Noli Me grandeur of Intramuros, I discern the 
Tangere 2 iXvA. El Filibusterismoi on one hand, passage of time clearly etched in its 

the \d;y\s\i fiestas held in honor of the captain amazingly still intact structure, 

general, the elaborate French operas in It hauntingly beckons me to 
Teatro de Variedades, the elegant weddings enter; a monument that stands as a 
and parties held in the genteel casas within reminder of the Filipinos’ 500-year 
the walled city. long struggle for freedom. 

However, there is a grimmer side to Never failing to evoke a mixed sense 

this picture. Against the pomp and gaiety offascination and strong nationalism, 
associated with the nobility, there are also the arched entrance of Fuerza de 
those dungeons guarded by the ruthless Santiago serves as a memorial of yes- 
guardia civile the stone cathedrals haunted terday’s heroes who willingly died in 
by the friars’ acts of sacrilege and adultery, their defense of liberty, 
the convents that sheltered hapless young One can imagine these heroes’ 
women who were the objects of men’s lust. voices echoing softly but persistently; 

Yes, this too is Intramuros - a walled their cries of jubilation at having at- 
city once shuttered from the eyes of the tained freedom reverberating within 
world; a city marked by a great disparity the walls of Intramuros...Their 
between social classes. A city once flooded voices would incessantly ring on, 
with the angst of insurgency and rebellion, enough to entrance, thrill and delight 
Intramuros ironically stands today as a passersby like me with their timeless 
peaceful haven richly endowed in history. tales of courage and sacrifice. T 


San Agustin Church 
(main photo aridirrset}— 


Parian Wall (top) and Memorare 
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Feature 


T he day before I was to leave for Zamboanga City to give a lecture at the Ateneo de Zamboanga 
University (AdZU), an Islamic cleric from Saudi Arabia was shot in front of the Western 
Mindanao State University. 

Fortunately, the cleric survived, but the assassin was killed. Despite apprehensions and 
with assurances from AdZU president Karel San Juan, my classmate and Jesuit friend from college, 
that Zamboanga was safe, I pushed through with my trip. 

Ever since my mother and her friends went to Zamboanga City more than 30 years ago, I had 
always wanted to visit the place. Images of colorful vintas, people dressed in Islamic garb and speaking 
a pidgin Spanish added to the exotic image I had of Zamboanga. But time passed and the opportunity 
to go there either never arose or just slipped by. 

Fortunately, I had the chance to go this year. A Fulbright grant has provided me with travel allowance 
to go around the country giving lectures about my research. I contacted Karel about lecturing at AdZU, 

and he put me in touch with Robert Panaguiton, the dean 
of the School of Liberal Arts. 

Before my trip, I was fully aware of possible dangers 
of visiting Zamboanga. The U.S. State Department has 
issued a travel advisory against traveling to parts of the 
Sulu Sea region, including Zamboanga City. 

During my orientation at Fulbright-Philippines, I was 
told not to go there as, being now an American citizen, I 
could be a target of kidnap-for-ransom groups. However, 

I told myself: “I’m a Filipino too, and this is my country 
too. 

In early March, I flew to Zamboanga and was met 
at the airport by Dean Panaguiton, who brought me to 
my hotel then took me to lunch. 

We went to a restaurant called Abalone beside the 
hotel. It took a while for the server to bring the steamed 
lapu-lapu we ordered, but it was worth the wait. 

This is one thing I observed in Zamboanga: not 
only was the seafood fresh, but it took a while for food 
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Main photo: Santa 
Cruz Island 
Left: Knickerbocker 
Right: The author 
(right) and AdZU 
president Karel San 
Juan, SJ. 































